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News from the Management Committee  
 
 

Flood appeal 

South Perth Bridge Club is holding an open red point event on Tuesday afternoon, 29 March, with all proceeds to be 
donated to the Red Cross for the floods experienced in the Eastern States. This is part of an Australian Bridge 
Federation initiative. 

Covid update 

Obviously, with cases rising across Perth, members should take all necessary steps to protect both themselves and 
everyone that they come into contact with. The Club’s management committee takes action whenever the State (or 
Federal) Government modifies Covid protocols in order to ensure that all our sessions are run according to 
government requirements. 

Perhaps the touchiest subject is that of what constitutes a close contact. We are all adults, so we must all take 
personal responsibility to ensure that we do not come to the club if we have been identified as being a close contact, 
or if we have any symptoms. If you have been identified as a close contact, please inform our President, Danny 
Ravn.  

The definition of a close contact seems to be getting regularly modified. However, at present it does require 15 
minutes contact, without masks, indoors. Therefore, all tea breaks during club sessions are kept below this 15 
minute rule. 

If you have a drink following a club session please note that, if you are sitting without masks on in the supper room, 
you will become considered as a close contact if you stay for longer than 15 minutes. 

Playing bridge, with masks on, does not constitute close contact. 

Easter Congress 

SPBC’s highly popular Easter Congress is looming. Please remember that all members are expected to provide some 
nibbling goodies each day that they play. In addition, the club needs its usual army of volunteers to assist in the 
kitchen, even if just for an hour or so, over the course of the weekend. Please contact Evelyn Tay if you are able to 
provide some assistance. It all helps to ensure we retain our reputation as a friendly club with delectable goodies – 
and the congress profits help run the club. 

Regular clean ups 

Speaking about volunteers and all, how about all members, at the conclusion of play, clean up the table by closing 
the bidding boxes and removing any rubbish and all cups and glasses (which should all be stacked ready to be 
washed). Unfortunately, the club doesn’t have an army of worker elves to do these things in the dead of night, so 
please be tidy Aussies! 

 

Latest Promotions 

Bronze State Master:  Eamonn McCabe 
Regional Master:  Steven Kemp 
Silver Local Master:  Gabrielle Bastow, Michael Mortimer and Jan Taylor 
Bronze Local Master:  Shane Brown, Mark Glaser and Kevin Pass 
Club Master:   Deirdre Hodby, Erik Moller and Lyn Vanstan 
Graduate Master:  Sharon Heslop and Kathy McGregor 
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SPBC Summer Teams 

This event was held over two weeks with 10 teams vying out for first place. 

 

 

The winners were (from left) Jan Howell, Sue Shadbolt, Alison Orr and Hillary Stilling. 

Second were: David Matthews, Chris Ingham, Jessica Chew and Martin Doran.  

Dave Munro, David Schokman, Doreen Jones and Cynthia Belonogoff placed third. 

 

The longest serving Australian team 

Each year the Australian Bridge Federation holds events called “the playoffs” in order to select teams to represent 
the country on the international stage. These teams have traditionally been open (anyone), seniors (>65ish), women 
(self-explanatory) and youth. In 2020, just before Covid shut down the world, the ABF held a selection event for the 
newly-created category of “mixed”, where the three pairs must each comprise players of each sex (only males and 
females are recognised for this purpose). 

SPBC members Leone and Trevor Fuller were part of the winning mixed team and were all set to head off to the 
world championships… which were, of course, postponed and then cancelled. 

During the past two years, Leone and Trevor have been scheduled to represent Australia at this event (cancelled), 
that event (cancelled), a third event (held online) and finally, they were going to have the fantastic opportunity of 
playing for Australia in the Asia Pacific Championships, to be held all the way in central Perth (REALLY good for their 
air points balance!) Of course, that event was eventually cancelled as well. 

So, finally, they are off to the world championships in Italy, and not a moment too soon, as the 2022 playoffs are 
getting underway (the 2021 event was cancelled, of course). 

Good luck and happy bridging, Trevor and Leone – we will all cheer for you. We can also watch them online. Bridge 
Base Online (BBO) normally shows much of the world championship shenanigans. The schedule will be available 
through BBO, and watching the best players in the world is a really good way to improve your bridge (and discover 
that they can make mistakes almost as easily as you or me!) Word of warning – Trevor and Leone play Moscito 
which, if you haven’t come up against it, comprises lots of odd bids so perhaps pick up playing and defensive tips 
from them rather than bidding! 
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Improving your bridge 

Players at club sessions appear to be reluctant to call the Director. However, that is what the directors are there for 
and, trust me, directors like being called to the table as it makes us feel useful and relieves what can be a bit of a 
boring job. Imagine sitting and watching a room full of people enjoying themselves… (we play bridge for enjoyment, 
don’t we?!) 

One case in point, which has provided me with hours of reflective amusement. I passed a table where the bidding 
was: 

North East South West 

1C Pass 3S Pass 

1S Pass Pass P… 

 

On closer reflection, I noticed a partially hidden “double” sitting under the 3S bid. When the whole bidding sequence 
was queried (this was a supervised session), I discovered that South, having carefully listened to lectures on the 
usefulness of the bid “double”, had used it to find out if partner had anything other than clubs! 

Anyway, on to today’s topic of discussion: 

Change of calls 

There have been several instances of the Law relating to intended/unintended bids occurring at the club in recent 
months. In general, Directors will not allow a change of call, however Law 25 does permit it under some 
circumstances, so if you make a bid that you did not intend to do, please call the Director as you may be able to 
change it. 

Law 25 says the player “must change, or attempt to change, the unintended call without a pause for thought”. 
However, that does not need to be instantaneous. 

For example, you may have meant to open 1S, and by mistake pull out 1NT. You are sitting there, dreaming, hoping 
your spouse will have a candlelit dinner ready for you at home, and only discover the mistaken call when partner 
loudly announces “15 to 17” (or 12-14, or whatever your 1NT agreement is….). It is likely that the Director will let you 
change your bid (providing partner has not yet bid, as that negates any opportunities you may have had), so call the 
Director. 

The Director will not let you change your bid if, for example, you were hesitating between two bids and want to 
change your eventual choice. You can’t change your bid if you have forgotten your system. The inadvertent nature of 
the 1NT v 1S in the example above would have been due to the 1NT card being stuck on the 1S card and pulled out 
accidentally. 

So, whenever something untoward happens at the table, please don’t hesitate to call the Director. Of course, this 
requires players to recognise that something untoward has actually happened! In the case of the double of partner’s 
opening bid, all four players thought it was a legitimate bid. (Note to anyone who may be confused…. You can only 
double an opponent’s bid! If you double your partner, two things will happen: 1) the Director will remove the bid 
and instruct you to make a legitimate bid, and it is possible your partner will be unable to bid again; 2) your partner 
will become your ex-partner at the end of that session!) 

 

 
Remember, everyone comes to the club to enjoy companionship and bridge. We must all do our 

part to make the club a great place to be, and that includes kitchen duties just one month a year… 
Thank you! 


